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Worship Focus 
It is in the Word that we hear the call of God that has in it the secret power 
of God to give what he commands. He commands: Believe! and the Word 
creates faith. He says, Follow me! and the Word creates the desire and 
the ability to follow him. 

 
Opening Song Speak, O Lord (CWS 735) 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you        (music on page 8) 

To receive the food of your Holy Word.  
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in your likeness  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All your purposes for your glory. 
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
Holy reverence, true humility.  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow’r that can never fail,  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  
And you fill the earth with your glory. 
 

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974 and Stuart Townend, b. 1963 © 2006 Thankyou Music; admin. EMI CMG 
Publishing. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Pastor: We worship in the Name of God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

P: Dear friends, God’s Word tells us: If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
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be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. (1 John 1:8-10) 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to our Almighty God: 

C: Dear Lord, my ears are not always willing to listen to your 
Word. My heart is not always eager to follow your guiding. I 
confess with the Apostle Paul: I know that nothing good lives in 
me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want 
to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. For 
the sake of your Son, who gladly heard and obeyed your Word, 
forgive me, O Lord. 

P: God made him who had no sin to be sin for you. For the sake of 
Jesus Christ, the perfect sacrifice for your sin, I forgive you all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of 
the world. Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and 
sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that 
he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GOD’S WORD 

Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-10  
1The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. 

The word of the LORD was rare in those days. Prophetic vision was not 
common. 

2Now it happened that Eli’s eyes had begun to grow dim, so that he 
could not see. Once when Eli was lying down in his place 3and God’s lamp 
had not yet gone out, Samuel was lying down in the LORD’s temple, where 
God’s ark was. 4The LORD called Samuel, and Samuel said, “I am here.” 
5He ran to Eli, and said, “I am here, since you called me.” 

Eli said, “I did not call. Lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
6Then the LORD called once more, “Samuel!” 
So Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “I am here, since you 

called me.” 
He answered, “I did not call, my son. Lie down again.” 
7Now Samuel had not yet experienced the LORD’s presence, that is, 

the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
8The LORD called Samuel for the third time. So he got up and went to 

Eli and said, “I am here, since you called me.” 



4 

 

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the young man. 9So Eli 
said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for 
your servant is listening.’” 

So Samuel went and once again lay down in his place. 10The LORD 
came and stood there and called as he had the other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 
Psalm 27  We Are Singing, for the Lord is Our Light (CWS 732) 
(This Hymn is printed on pages 6 & 7 of this service folder) 
 
Lesson:        2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 

13But we are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, loved by 
the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation by the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14For this reason he also 
called you through our gospel so that you would obtain the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, stand firm and hold on to the 
teachings that were passed along to you, either by word of mouth or by a 
letter from us. 16May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who loved us and in his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, 17encourage your hearts and establish you in every good work and 
word.  

 
Apostle’s' Creed 
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

I BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sermon  John 1:43-51  
 

The Light of Christ Spreads through 

Invitation and Confession 
 

WELS CONNECTION 
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Prayer of the Church 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Song    Christ Be My Leader (CW 367) 

Christ be my leader by night as by day, 
Safe through the darkness, for he is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future his care; 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
 

Christ be my teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for he is the truth. 
Grant me to trust him, though shifting as sand. 
Doubt cannot daunt me-in Jesus I stand! 
 

Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 
Death cannot hold me, for he is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation-with Jesus I reign! 
 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926. © 1964. Renewed 1992 by Hope Publishing Co.,  
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

SERVING US TODAY 
Preaching: Pastor Benjamin Wessel 
Keyboard: Rachel Formella 
Guitars: Lynette Blievernicht, Doug Miller 
Drums, Percussion, Sound: Jef Jaeger 
Singers: Denyce Baker, Lynette Blievernicht, Kathy Day, Margaret Trissel, 
Lynn Wessel, Pastor Wessel 
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